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of fear and terror had arrived. Yet the 
world has seen something very different. 
America is fighting against grave threats 
wherever they may gather. 

We’re determined to help build a Middle 
East that grows in hope instead of resent-
ment. Because of the ideals and resolve 
of this Nation, you and I will not live in 
an age of terror. We will live in an age 
of liberty. 

I wish each of you well in the careers 
and lives that await you. I thank you for 
the invitation, for the honorary degree, and 
for the privilege of sharing this proud day 
with the University of South Carolina Class 
of 2003. 

May God bless you, and may God con-
tinue to bless America. Thank you very 
much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:16 p.m. in 
the Carolina Center. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Andrew A. Sorensen, president, and 
Lou Holtz, head football coach, University 
of South Carolina; Gov. Mark Sanford of 
South Carolina; former President Saddam 
Hussein of Iraq; and President Hosni Muba-
rak of Egypt. The Office of the Press Sec-
retary also released a Spanish language tran-
script of this address. 

Statement on House of Representatives Action on Jobs-and-Growth Tax 
Relief Legislation 
May 9, 2003 

I commend the House for making great 
progress toward passing a jobs-and-growth 
package that will spur economic growth and 
create jobs for American workers. The tax 
relief package passed by the House today 
includes all of the elements of my original 
plan, including accelerating all income-tax 

rates, increasing small-business expensing, 
increasing the child credit, delivering sig-
nificant marriage penalty relief, and ad-
dressing the unfair double tax on dividends. 
I look forward to building on this success 
to deliver the economic boost America’s 
workers deserve. 

Statement on Proposed Legislation To Increase Salaries for the Federal 
Judiciary
May 9, 2003 

I am pleased to support legislation intro-
duced in the Senate this week that would 
increase the annual salaries of Justices and 
judges of the United States. This bipartisan 
legislation, S. 1023, responds to the rec-

ommendation of the Chief Justice and the 
Judicial Conference that salary increases be 
enacted for the Judiciary. 
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